
From War to Boudoir

The versatile Waltham 37 size clock



Waltham Chronometer

• Waltham introduced 
the 37 size movement 
as a chronometer in 
the 1910 model.

• The 37 size was the 
brainchild of Olof 
Ohlson.

• Shown is an  example 
of the 1910 model 
gimbal mounted for 
navigation service.



Chronometer 

Carrying Box

The double boxes and rating certificate shows 
a Waltham Chronometer sold for navigation 
service.

Waltham claimed that these instruments were 
equal in performance to imported Marine 
Chronometers.

This instrument had a mean daily rate of 
61/100 seconds at the end of the two weeks.



Box  

Chronometers

Both this early and late 1910 
Chronometer grade featured a 15 
jewel adjusted movement with 
diamond end stone and patent 
regulator.



Deck Watch WWII

The great shortage of military timepieces at the 
beginning of WWII led to the 37 size being 
adapted from its prolific role as a Travel Clock 
to use as a naval deck watch.

These adaptations were carried out by the Roth 
Brothers of New York and possibly others.

The inner and outer boxes and probably the up 
jewelling and adjustments were added by the 
Roth Brothers.

This piece left the Waltham factory as a model 
1926 grade 809, 9 jewel watch.

Jewelling to 15 jewels, the micrometer regulator 
and adjustments were added.

With its Conel hairspring and Invar balance, this 
piece was the equivalent of the Hamilton Model 
22 but likely at a substantially lower price.



Flat Deck Watches

Both of these watches began as simple travel 
clocks designed for a flat folding case.

Neither piece has the diamond end stone found on the gimbaled version. 

It is likely that both upgrades were done by the Roth Brothers of New York.

The later watch is even more impressive. The monometallic balance is 
Waltham’s Invar and the hairspring is Waltham’s Conel, which was 
equivalent to the Hamilton Elinvar Extra. It left the factory as a Grade 
809 with jewels on the escape wheel in addition to the basic 7.

The earlier watch is marked 7 jewels and has 
been upgraded with flat settings to 15 jewels, 
upgraded to P grade material and given a patent 
whiplash regulator. With the improvements, its 
performance would have been brought to small 
chronometer/deck watch level.



Chronometer Boxes

The boxes for the flat Waltham deck 
watches are very similar in 
appearance to the Hamilton 36 size 
boxes but are distinctly different 
when examined closely.



Jeweler’s Counter Top 

Chronometer

• This version of the 37 size Chronometer 
provided an elegant time standard for use by 
the jeweler’s customers.



Flat Box 

Chronometer
The flat box configuration is 
the least commonly seen of the 
Waltham Chronometers.

This example is quite a bit 
earlier than the one shown in 
the Waltham flyer but is the 
same general form with 
different mounting.



Chronometer 

Brochure
Small 4 page brochure describing the range of 
“Correct Time” chronometers.

Published after 1926.



37 Size Movement 

Patent

• Ohlson patented the 
double mainspring, wind 
indicator and other 
elements of the 37 Size 
in this 1912 Patent.



Ohlson’s 

Setting Patent

• Many of the elegant larger 
clocks employ Ohlson’s 
patented stem wind and set 
adapter.

• This patent was awarded in 
1921 while Waltham owned 
the Waltham Clock Company.

• It is used in the Silvercrest 
clock for Ovington.



Disassembly of the 37 size

• The following sequence of slides show 

Chris Carey of Watertown Watch & Clock 

disassembling a model 1910.



























































Pretty Clocks for 

Library or Boudoir

• This example was 
cased for Ovington 
jewelers in New York 
by the Silvercrest 
Company.



Boudoir Clock 

Brochure

Interesting double fold brochure 
featuring the Boudoir Clocks.



Painted 

Dial Clock

These beautiful small clocks feature painted dials with original 
artwork on each dial.

The heavy brass cases which are reminiscent of the English 
Thomas Cole Strut Clocks were made in Germany and it is likely 
the dials were painted there also.



Table/Shelf 

Sizes

• The nice art deco 
shelf and table clocks 
ranged in size from 
hardly larger than the 
37 size movement to 
14” tall.



Desk Clock 

Designs

• Smaller 37 size clocks 
typically used as desk 
clocks.



Double Dial 

Desk Clock

This interesting clock has a dial 
and motion works applied to both 
the front and back.

It serves the reinforce the fact that 
you are paying for your lawyer’s 
time.

The back dial is driven from the 
3rd wheel with a shaft passing to 
the back .



Art Moderne

Late production with 807B movement.

Very heavy clock in bronze and blue glass



Library Clocks

The most variety of the smaller clocks 
was in the product line called Library 
Clocks that were advertised as very “thin” 
designs.



Wall Clock 

Adaptations

• Range of non-Willard 
wall clocks.



Waltham Willard Miniatures

• The Waltham 
Watch & Clock 
Co. introduced 
these smaller 
versions of 
their popular 
Willard line of 
clocks in the 
1920’s

• Those with 
winding 
through the dial 
are later than 
those that wind 
and set by a 
knob behind 
the door at the 
bottom.



Matalene Patent 

Folding Clock

This patent by Henry Matalene of New York City is 
found on most of the Waltham 37 size cases in 
travel clocks.

The patent is dated Mar 19, 1912 and is primarily 
for a patent to provide an upright view of the watch 
with the second hand at the 6:00 position.

The patent feature is rarely seen even though the 
mark is very commonly seen.



Matalene Patent Clock

Scarce example of Matalene’s 

Patent for 37 size Waltham



Travel Clocks

The flat folding travel clock is 
probably the most common form for 
the 37 size, but car clocks were very 
common also.



Folding Leather 

Clock Brochure

Brochure for the varieties of 
materials and styles for the 
“Folding Leather Clocks” we now 
call Travel Clocks.



Car Clock 

Group

• The 37 size movement 
was used in many car 
clock configurations.



Boat Clock Variant

Interesting variation with pivoting mounting 
used in auto, boat and aircraft applications.



Chicago Watch 

Clock Co.

• This interesting clock 
is listed in the 
Waltham records as a 
distinct model.



Chicago Watchclock 

Patents

These patents from 
1901 and 1912 appear 
to describe the Chicago 
Watchclock and were 
issued to parties in the 
Chicago area.



What do the Hansens have to do with this?



Telephone Timer

The telephone timer had security features 
similar to those of the Watchman’s Clock 
but was a standard travel clock design 
except for the holder and the dial.

The dial is very similar to Ezra Fitch’s 
patented dial design 34261



Questions?


